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mente from the capital became permanent by his death in
prison in the year 1902. When the people of Panama de-
clared their independence in November last, no Congress
had sat in Colombia since the year 1898, except the special
Congress called by Maroquin to reject the canal treaty, and
which did reject it by a unanimous vote, and adjourned
without legislating on any other subject. The constitu-
tion of 1886 had taken away from Panama the power of
self-government and vested it in Colombia. The coup d'etat
of Maroquin took away from Colombia herself the power of
government and vested it in an irresponsible dictator."

Summing up the whole matter, Mr. Boot said:
"The people of Panama were the real owners of the
canal route; it was because their fathers dwelt in the land,
because they won their independence from Spain, because
they organized a civil society there, that it was not to be
treated as one of the waste places of the earth. They
owned that part of the earth's surface just as much as the
State of New York owns the Erie CanaL When the sover-
eign state of Panama confederated itself with the other
states of Colombia under the constitution of 1863, it did
not part with its title or its substantial rights, but consti-
tuted the Federal Government its trustee for the represen-
tation of its rights in all foreign relations, and imposed
upon that Government the duty of protecting them. The
trustee was faithless to its trust; it repudiated its obliga-
tions without the consent of the true owner; it seized by
the strong hand of military power the rights which it was
bound to protect; Colombia herself broke the bonds of
union and destroyed the compact upon which alone de-
pended her right to represent the owner of the soil. The
question for the United States was: Shall we take this
treaty from the true owner or shall we take it from the
faithless trustee, and for that purpose a third time put
back the yoke of foreign domination upon the neck of Pan-
ama, by the request of that Government which has tried to
play toward us the part of the highwayman? There was